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Dedicated to 

Satisfying our Community’s 

Water Needs 

MEMORANDUM  Item Arose After 
Agenda was Posted 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
Approve an additional not-to-exceed $60,000 for Cox, Castle & Nicholson LLP to conduct 
additional activities on behalf of Mesa Water District as part of the District’s Federal Advocacy 
Program. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Goal #1: Provide an abundant, local, reliable and safe water supply. 
Goal #4: Increase public awareness of Mesa Water. 
Goal #7: Actively participate in regional and statewide water issues. 
 
PRIOR BOARD ACTION 
 
At its November 15, 2022 Committee meeting, following a competitive procurement process 
conducted by staff, the Board of Directors (Board) approved retaining Van Scoyoc Associates, Inc. 
(VSA) to provide Federal Government Advocacy Consulting Services to Mesa Water District (Mesa 
Water®), with annually-approved renewals since then (most recently by Board action at its 
November 12, 2025 meeting), to support the District’s Federal Advocacy Program and help 
implement Mesa Water’s annually-updated Federal Advocacy Plan (Attachment A). 
 
At its June 11, 2025 meeting, the Board approved its Fiscal Year 2026 budget which included 
funds for Mesa Water’s Federal Advocacy Program and sponsorship of the California Policy Center 
(CPC) to support its ongoing efforts to promote water supply abundance for Californians. 
 
At its August 13 and October 8, 2025 meetings, the Board approved expanded advocacy activities 
by VSA on Mesa Water’s behalf to further existing federal policy engagement and pursue new 
federal policy initiatives (Attachment B), in collaboration with the CPC, as part of the District’s 
Federal Advocacy Program. 
 
At its October 28, 2025 workshop, the Board received draft white papers and presentations on 
two new federal policy concepts:  
 

• Desalination Plants on Federally-Owned Coastal Lands 
• Assessing the U.S. Drought Monitor. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
Since November 2022, Mesa Water staff and consultants have implemented the District’s Federal 
Advocacy Program to promote:  
 

• high priority Mesa Water projects for government funding consideration (e.g., 
appropriations, grants, low-interest loans);  

TO:  Board of Directors 
FROM:  Stacy Taylor, Water Policy Manager 
DATE: January 14, 2026 
SUBJECT: Funding for Added Federal Advocacy 




























