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If you are interested in viewing any of the videos please contact
Mesa Consolidated Water District at (949) 631-1205.

California's Water: An Overview

“California’s Water” is a multi-part series for public television produced by Huell
Howser and underwritten by members of the Association of California Water Agencies
(ACWA). The series explores California’s water resources and the complex system of
natural and man-made features that has allowed growing communities, productive farms,
industry and ecosystems to co-exist in a state that receives little or nor rain for months at
a time.

The series introduces viewers to California’s water system and highlights key aspects of
water management today, from water storage and water recycling to the Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta and the Colorado River. It also examines issues identified in ACWA'’s
comprehensive policy document, ““No Time to Waste: A Blueprint for California Water.
The document, released in 2005, recommends a suite of actions and investments to
ensure California has the water supply system it will need in the coming decades.
ACWA’s 440 public water agency members are responsible for about 90% of the water
delivered in California. In each “California’s Water” segment, Huell Howser visits
important features of California’s water system and gets a first-hand look at various water
management tools and challenges facing our water future. Known for his enthusiasm and
his down-to-earth style, Huell is the host of the long-running PBS series “California’s
Gold” as well as several other human-interest programs.

Here is a brief overview of each segment in the “California’s Water” series.

Video 1: Climate Change: Trek high into the Sierra Nevada for a close look at the
winter snow pack and how climate change may threaten its critical role as the state’s
largest water storage reservoir. Trace the journey our melting snow takes from the
mountains to rivers and streams, and ultimately into man-made reservoirs as part of our
elaborate water supply system.



Visit the Delta by boat and get a
first-hand view of the important but vulnerable system of levees that protects farmland,
homes, infrastructure and the water supplies for 23 million Californians.

Venture to the frontlines of April 2006 flooding for a look
at efforts to keep high water at bay and protect lives, homes and property from dangerous
floods.

Visit a surface water reservoir and hear about the multiple
roles these man-made structures play in providing flood control, water supply, water
quality and other benefits. Learn how storage projects are increasingly seen as a valuable
and flexible tool to improve water quality and meet environmental needs.

Travel to the Colorado River Aqueduct
and learn what California water agencies that rely on the Colorado are doing to stretch
supplies in light of new rules governing the river. See how cooperation and innovation
are helping to ensure we get the most out of every drop of Colorado River water.

Necessity is the mother of invention. To keep pace with a
growing population and a fairly static water supply, water agencies are investing
hundreds of millions of dollars in innovative hardware and cooperative programs that
stretch supplies. See the latest in water-saving tools and technology, and learn why every
drop counts.

Everyone lives in a watershed. We rely on
watersheds for drinking water, hydroelectric power and recreation, and of course flora
and fauna call them home. Travel to a key watershed to find out how watersheds are
managed and protected.

Water is a precious commodity in California, and the
possibility of drought is never far away. Tour a desalination plant to understand how
removing salt from seawater is fast becoming a viable way to “drought-proof”
communities and reduce their dependence on imported water. Learn how desalination is
also being used to turn brackish groundwater into a high-quality water supply.

Tour the northern
Sacramento Valley and hear how local water agencies are working together to implement
50 coordinated projects that will make water available to meet growing local needs and
help the environment at the same time. Get a first-hand look at fish passage
improvements, groundwater management and water use efficiency measures underway as
part of this landmark effort.

Take an aerial tour of California’s vast water
system and find out what aging infrastructure and a growing population mean for our
water future. California Department of Water Resources Director Lester Snow and others
explain the importance of our water system and introduce viewers to the local and
regional water management efforts that play a key role in meeting needs.



Tour a water recycling plant and examine
the important role recycled water plays in California’s water supply. Get a look at some
current uses of recycled water and see how local agencies plan to expand this key water
supply tool in the future.

There are few natural disasters worse than a
devastating flood. This segment takes viewers to flood control facilities and discusses
both the importance and inherent difficulty of controlling floods in California.

Local and regional water agencies play
a major role in meeting water needs. Get a close look at how local agencies and
communities are joining forces to improve their water supplies and better prepare for
growth and droughts.

This segment of “California’s Water”
explores how wetlands serve as nature’s own water filtration systems. A visit to the San
Joaquin Marsh in Irvine offers a first-hand look at the valuable function wetlands areas
perform in removing pollutants from runoff while at the same time providing habitat and
recreation opportunities.

Voluntary transfers
of water from areas with surplus supplies to areas in need have long been used to meet
water demands throughout the state. Take a look at this unique and valuable water
management tool from the perspective of those putting it to use today.

Explore endangered species
issues and what they mean to California’s water sources and water supply system. Hear
about efforts to recover these species while maintaining water supplies needed for people.

Mesa believe educating the public on water issues is critical and are taking that
commitment seriously by making the California's Water series available to you.

If you are interested in viewing any of the videos please contact
Mesa Consolidated Water District at (949) 631-1205.



